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Mothers’ interaction with siblings of children with cancer:
—Mother's intervention using group interview —

MIA HASHIMOTO™ AKEMI FUJITA™
(Received March 19, 2019 ; Accepted April 26, 2019)

Abstract: Aim: It is to verify whether provision of a place to share the mind of the mother of a child with cancer and nursing
intervention in the place can be effective nursing support.

Methods: Among mothers who have a child with cancer requiring long-term hospitalization, we conducted a group interview
where one of our researchers was a facilitator for five mothers who had other children living at home or at another location.
We also conducted individual interviews 1 month later and qualitatively and inductively analyzed the obtained data.

Results: The group interview led to the identification of the following six categories for mothers’ involvement with their other
children: “adjusting the home environment,” “adjusting the roles of the mother and father,” “asking people besides family
members for help with the other children,” “checking in on the other children,” “finding time to spend with the other
children,” and “making the other children endure separation and not being involved enough as a parent.” Three actions that the
participants hoped to implement in the future include: “taking turns with the father,” “initiating contact with the other children
once a day,” and “explaining to other people to gain their understanding.” Furthermore, the individual interviews conducted
after implementing these actions revealed the positive responses of the families. For example, the other children expressed
their feelings, and both parents managed to change their routine.

Conclusion: The results of this study suggest that providing opportunities for mothers to share their feelings and introducing
nurses’ interventions as facilitators provide effective nursing support for mothers and their other healthy children.
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